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Introduction

The contemporary humanities stand at a critical inflection point,
confronting simultaneous crises of legitimacy, resourcing, and purpose
while simultaneously encountering unprecedented opportunities for
renewal through digital transformation and interdisciplinary
engagement.

By leveraging digital innovations such as Al, research-based digital
technologies and digital technologies for corpus creation, visualization
and sentiment analysis (e.g. SketchEngine, Wordsmith, AntConc, R
Studio package, Python among others, scholars and researchers can
optimize their scholarship and drive productivity growth, showcasing
the profound influence of technology on traditional domains in the
humanities.
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Traditional/Legacy Humanities & New Challenges
4 PHILOSOPH

*Traditional Humanities disciplines such as
linguistics, philosophy, History, Creative Arts,
Literary Studies and methods have remained
useful and relevant in modern societies despite the
challenges confronting us.

From time immemorial, humanities are in the
forefront of providing insights into the human
condition, reflecting on our histories,
epistemologies, cultures, indigenous knowledge
systems and values.

*They remain crucial for a well-rounded and
functioning society.

* They give us our best clues to self-understanding.



* Despite the growing interest in science and digital
technologies, humanities disciplines remain an important
tool for social re-enigneeering, fostering and recalibrating
human relationships, cultural renaissance and workplace
efficiency.

* From the study of history to the expression of art, from
philosophy’s deep questions to the bridge of languages—
humanities help us to understand who we are, where we've
been, and what we aspire to become.

Steve Jobs (2011, 2013) reveals that humanities scholars work

closely with technologies and engineers at Apple to make their

products world class.

Jones (2024), director of policy at the British Academy, argues

that

....[T]o contribute at work, and in society more generally,

requires capabilities such as critical thinking, imagination and

communication alongside technical skills. Humanities and
social science are therefore vital, along with science and
engineering...

-Molly Morgan Jones, the director of policy at the British Academy

https.//www.theguardian.com/education/article,/2024,/auq/ 14/ why-humanities-are-vital-not-just-science



The Humanities As Endangered Disciplines
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Recent events across many institutions in the northern hemisphere and in the
global south have shown that humanities disciplines are facing the greatest test

of their lifetime. In many institutiions, a number of humanities programmes are fighting for
survival and sustenance.



Challenges Confronting Humanities

4 Declining enrolment, funding cuts,
ongoing debates on its relevance in the
digital age, over emphasis on STEM
disciplines, and self-inflicted
undervaluation etc.

v Digital Humanities, ‘a child born in
due season’, has emerged to provide
the tools and techniques to handle and
ameliorate the challenges, and provide
new opportunities to increase our
relevance and usefulness




TECHNOLO GY Technology: Rejuvenating and Creating New
Opportunities for Humanities
& HUMANITIES - Technology 1s redefining, reconfiguring and

CHAR‘[]NG A NEW PATH retooling the humanities for productive and

impactful research and scholarship.

- As the digital landscape continues to evolve,
embracing the principles and practices of effective
development, humanities scholars and reserachers
cannot afford to stand 1dly by.

- Digital Humanities has become an imperative
option for humanities scholars and researchers
seeking to thrive in the digital age.

* Digital Humanities encourages the integration of
new technologies such as Al and digital tools that
are now providing new opportunities to retool
and re-energize the disciplines.




Why.is Digital

Humanities Important:
It is the Game Changer

* Digital humanities has transformed the way we

approach humanities research and scholarship. THE INFI.UENCE

* Through computational tools, scholars can now
analyze vast amounts of text, uncover patterns,
and gain deeper insights into the works of OF TECHNOI.OGY
authors; describe in more accurate details and

objectivity nunances of meaning and epistemes in XA
cu{tuml nf}z/ateriuls. 4 s g IN ARTS AND
* This interdisciplinary approach has enriched XEK
humanities data analyses, bringing a new HUM ANITIES
dimension to the study of language, culture, and o
society. i

https://matsuniversity.ac.in/the-influence-of-technology-in-arts-
and-humanities/
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Digital Humanities
Digital Humanities (DH) offers theoretical,
methodological and socio-technical
frameworks to revitalize and re-energize the
humanities.

DH explores how the interconnection
among the fields of computer science, digital
technologies and the humanities can provide
theories, techniques and tools for innovation
and scholarship towards accomplishing
social good, cultural renaissance and social
re-engineering.



of the Humanities (Contd.)

The Promise of Digital Humanities As New Humanities

THE PROMISE OF
DIGITAL HUMANITIES
AS NEW HUMANITIES

Basili et al (2017:45) challenges digital humanities scholars to use the

power of technology to transform the role of traditional humanities in
society:

“Digital Humanities might enhance the external impact of
Humanities Research, more specifically the commitment to public
engagement, by means of strategic opportunities offered by
digital techniques. To pursue this objective, intermediation seems
necessary in order ‘to switch on the Humanities’ within
Society... The value of a Digital approach lies in its usability, in
the additional tools and help it supplies...Digital Humanities are
analysed in the context of the Humanities and beyond the

academic realm in their targeting of diverse recipients, external
to the scientific community.

”

12



Dash (2023) provides the following profound insight on Digital
Humanities: as it impacts the future of legacy humanities

The Digital Humanities is a comparatively new area of study that
combines the traditional strengths of humanities with the strength of

modern information and language technology.
O This opens up an interactive interface for the new generation

of scholars to enable them to extend their studies and
research of humanities under a digital platform and gives
them the power to apply traditional skills of the humanities
(e.g., critical thinking) to understand digital culture while
learning how digital technology can enable them to explore

the key questions in the humanities



It is an alternative way of doing scholarship in
humanities that involves collaborative,
transdisciplinary, and technologically engaged
analysis, research, development, teaching, resource
generation and making them available for the new
generation of users.

Dash, Niladri Sekhar (2023) “Digital Humanities: Harnessing Digital Technology for Sustenance and Growth of the
Humanities”. In: Mandal, Pranab Kumar and Ghosh, Sankha (eds.) (2023). The Incandescent Classroom: Essays in
Honour of Prof. Satyaki Pal,

Narendrapur: RK Mission Residential College, pp., 38-55 |ISBN: 978-81-923364-2-8|



Digital Humanities: Providing New Oxygen for the Humanities

DIGITAL
HUMANITIES

PROVIDING NEW OXYGEN
FOR THE HUMANITIES

With the advent of new technologies, there are amazing and
productive digital tools and computer applications that are now
avaliable to scholars in the human sciences such as linguistics,
literature, history, philosophy, creative arts, music to [re]-
interrrogate traditional humanities data for new insights,
innovation and new research and social benefits.

These new technologies are continually reconfiguring and
redefining our traditional approaches and techniques in
traditional humanities

Digital Humanities (DH) now enables scholars to explore a
world of possibilities of ‘new’ humanities powered by new
technologies

Scholars can engage in a wide range of activities, from Large
Language Modelling, 3D Model, digitizing historical texts to
using data visualization techniques to explore social data
and cultural trends.



Digital Humanities and Retooling of the Humanities

D lG lT A L %  ° As an interdisciplinary field that utilizes digital tools and methods
' l to enhance research, teaching, and public engagement within the

' humanities.
HUMANITIES . « Digital tools and computer software offer significant advantages

and across various humanities disciplines by enabling new methods of
research, analysis, creation, and dissemination. A few examples

"RETOOLINGor= i
. THE H U M A N ITI Es . :(113 II-.I::gt::c};.le Data Analysis and Pattern Recognition
)

(ii) Enhanced Visualization and Spatial Analysis

(iii) Preservation and Accessibility of Primary Sources

e Geographic Information Systems (GIS): Mapping historical events, settlements, and migrations.
e Digital archives: Preserving and digitizing historical documents, photographs, and artifacts.

e Natural Language Processing (NLP): Analyzing historical texts for keywords, sentiment, and topics.

2. Literature:

(i) Computational Text Analysis and Distant Reading

(ii) Interactive Editions and Multimedia Scholarship

(iii) Network Analysis of Characters and Narratives




3. Philosophy:
(i) Analysis of Philosophical Texts and
Concepts
(ii) Creation of Interactive Philosophical
Resources
(iii) Exploring Ethical Implications of Digital
Technologies
e Text mining: Analyzing philosophical texts for
recurring themes, arguments, and concepts.
e Ontologies: Creating knowledge graphs to map
philosophical concepts and their relationships.

e Digital archives: Preserving and digitizing historical
philosophical texts.

4, Music:
(i) Enhanced Analysis and Discovery

(ii) Digital Archiving and Accessibility
(iii) New Forms of Creation and
Experience

5. Religious Studies:
(i) Large-Scale Textual and Archival Analysis
(ii) Mapping and Visualization of Religious
Phenomena
(iii) Preservation and Dissemination of Religious
Heritage
Text analysis: Analyzing religious texts for
theological concepts, interpretations, and

historical contexts.

e Digital archives: Preserving and digitizing
religious artifacts, manuscripts, and liturgical
materials.

e Comparative studies: Using DH tools to
compare religious traditions and practices.



Enhancing Humanities Scholarship and Societal Development

Extant literature provides some very interesting benefits of both interrelated fields.

1. Example in Linguistics Research: Digital Humanities approaches have been used to study language change and
variation through corpus analytical methods. For instance, researchers analyzing a large corpus of historical texts
were able to track the evolution of English vocabulary over time. By examining word frequency patterns and semantic
shifts, they identified how certain terms fell out of use while others gained prominence, providing insights into
historical linguistic trends.

2. Example in Literary Analysis: Digital humanities tools have been applied to analyze authorship attribution in
literature. Scholars used computational methods to compare the writing styles of different authors based on features
like word choice, sentence structure, and punctuation. This approach helped identify the true author of disputed texts
and shed light on the stylistic characteristics of each writer.

3. Example in Historical Studies: Historians have utilized corpus linguistics to study historical documents and extract
valuable information. By creating a specialized corpus of letters from a particular time period, researchers were able
to analyze language use, social relationships, and cultural norms prevalent during that era. This approach provided a
deeper understanding of historical contexts and interpersonal dynamics.



4. Example in Education: In the field of education, corpus linguistics has been integrated into
language teaching and learning. Teachers use corpora to create language exercises and materials
that reflect authentic language use in different contexts. Students can explore real-life examples of
language patterns, idiomatic expressions, and collocations, enhancing their language proficiency
and cultural awareness.

5. Example in Social Media Analysis: Researchers have applied digital humanities methods to
analyze social media data for social good. By mining large datasets of tweets or posts, scholars can
1dentify trends in public sentiment, detect emerging issues, and track the spread of misinformation.
This information can be used to inform public policy decisions, improve crisis response strategies,
and promote digital literacy among the public.

6. Example in Public Discourse Analysis: Digital humanities tools have enabled researchers to
analyze public discourse in political contexts. By studying speeches, debates, and policy
documents using computational methods, scholars can uncover rhetorical strategies, ideological
biases, and linguistic framing techniques employed by political actors. This analysis can contribute
to a more nuanced understanding of political communication and help citizens critically evaluate
information from media sources.



7 Preservation of Indigenous Languages: Corpus linguistics can be used to create digital corpora of
our indigenous languages that are at risk of extinction. By compiling and analyzing texts in these
languages, researchers can document linguistic structures, vocabulary, and cultural knowledge. This
preservation effort can help revitalize indigenous languages, promote cultural heritage, and foster
pride among local communities.

8. Health Communication and Awareness: Digital humanities tools can facilitate the analysis of
health-related texts and public health campaigns in South Africa or any other country. Researchers
can use corpus linguistics to study the effectiveness of health communication strategies, identify
common misconceptions about diseases, and tailor health messages to specific target audiences. This
approach can improve health literacy, encourage preventive behaviors, and contribute to better health

outcomes 1n the Nigerian population.

9. Political Discourse Analysis: Digital Humanities tools can be applied to analyze political speeches,
media coverage, and public debates in Africa. By examining language use in political discourse,
researchers can uncover patterns of persuasion, manipulation, and bias. This analysis can promote
transparency, accountability, and informed citizenship by helping citizens critically evaluate political
messaging and make well-informed decisions during elections.



10. Education and Language Learning: Digital humanities tools can support language teaching and
learning initiatives in Nigeria. By creating corpora of Nigerian English or local languages, educators can
develop language resources, curriculum materials, and language learning apps tailored to the needs of
Nigerian students. This approach can enhance language proficiency, promote multilingualism, and foster
a sense of linguistic diversity in educational settings.

11. Literary and Cultural Studies: Digital humanities can enrich the study of literature and cultural
heritage. Researchers can analyze literary texts, oral narratives, and folklore using computational
methods to uncover themes, motifs, and stylistic features unique to Nigerian literature. This research can
contribute to the preservation of literary heritage, promote cultural exchange, and elevate Nigerian voices
in the global literary landscape.

12. Social Media Analysis for Social Issues: Digital humanities approaches can be used to analyze social
media conversations on important social issues in Nigeria, such as gender equality, youth empowerment,
or environmental sustainability. By studying online discourse using corpus linguistics tools, researchers
can identify prevailing attitudes, emerging trends, and areas of consensus or conflict. This analysis can
inform advocacy campaigns, policy interventions, and community engagement strategies to address
societal challenges etfectively.



Other benefits of Digital Humanities may include

- Digital Archives: Making historical texts, manuscripts, and artworks available online allows
broader access for researchers and the public.
- Open Access Publishing: Facilitating the dissemination of research findings without paywalls

encouraies wider eniaiement with scholarly work.

- Text Mining: Analyzing large corpora of texts to uncover patterns, trends, and relationships that
may not be visible through traditional methods.
- Data Visualization: Creating interactive visual representations of data (e.g., maps, graphs) helps

communicate comilex ideas and findings more effectively.

- Cross-Disciplinary Approaches: DH encourages collaboration between humanities scholars and
experts in fields like computer science, statistics, and design, fostering innovative methodologies.

- Shared Platforms: Development of collaborative tools and platforms for sharing research and
resources across disciplines enhances collective scholarship.



- Digital Mapping: Using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to analyze historical events or
cultural phenomena geographically.

- Augmented and Virtual Reality: Immersive technologies can provide new ways to engage with
historical sites and artifacts, transforming how we experience and study the past.
5. Crowdsourcing and Community Engagement:

- Public Participation: Engaging the public in projects (e.g., transcribing texts, tagging images)
fosters a sense of ownership and interest in humanities research.

- Citizen Science: Allowing non-specialists to contribute to research projects broadens
participation and democratizes knowledge production.
6. Critical Digital Literacy:

- Teaching and Learning: Incorporating digital tools into humanities education enhances critical
thinking and digital literacy skills among students.

- Critical Engagement with Technology: Encouraging inquiry into how digital tools shape our
understanding of the humanities and culture.



- Digital Preservation: Digitizing fragile artifacts and texts helps ensure their survival for future generations and provides a
way to study them without physical handling.

- 3D Modeling: Creating digital models of artifacts allows for detailed study and preservation while protecting the originals.

- Digital Storytelling: Employing multimedia formats to tell stories in innovative ways, appealing to diverse audiences and
enhancing engagement.

- Interactive Media: Creating interactive websites and applications that allow users to explore historical events, music, or art
in engaging ways.

- Cross-Cultural Projects: Digital humanities can facilitate global collaborations, allowing for diverse voices and perspectives
to be included in academic discourse.

- Comparative Studies: Analyzing cultural products across different societies through digital means can lead to new insights
and understandings.

- Ethical Considerations: Engaging with the implications of digital technologies and their impact on society and culture,
fostering critical discussions within the humanities.
Digital Humanities offer a wide range of tools and techniques that can be applied to various disciplines. By leveraging these tools,
researchers can deepen their understanding of complex phenomena, discover new insights, and contribute to the advancement of
knowledge



De-territorializing Digital Humanities Practice: A Decolonizing Strategy

Territorialization in Digital Humanities refers to the fixed boundaries,
methods, and practices that have defined the field in traditional
western contexts.

* So, decolonizing the practice of digital humanities will involve a
collaborative efforts on the parts of African scholars. Building
infrastructures to support our DH initiatives become very key and
critical.

 In most cases, by getting fixated on traditional practices and
methodologies such as text analysis, data visualization, and digital
archives, we create fixed spaces and conduct our research within
disciplinary silos.



THIS BOOK

This publication aligns with the
perspective that in an era where
algorithms analyse anclent texts and
data visualisations illuminate cultural
narratives, the digital humanities
revolution is reshaping how we
understand human experience, Yet for
many scholars, this brave new world
remains shrouded in mystery—a tarmain
of wnfamiliar tools, uncertain
methodologles, and untapped
paossibilities. This groundbreaking
collection bridges that divide; it
demystifies the mystery. Drawing from
a decade of ploneering work at the
intersection of technology and
humanistic inquiry, this volume offers
both compass and map for navigating
digital humanities. From definitional
clarity to practical applications, from
foundational concepts to hands-on
demonstrations, these essays
decolonise knowledge in this new field
that is simultaneously ancient in its
guestions and revolutionary in its
methods.  Here, you'll discover how
digital approaches are transforming
scholarty engagement=—not replacing
traditional humanities, but amplifying
them. How computational tools can
breathe new life into historical research.
How data can tell human stories. How
the digital turn connects past wisdam
with future Ipnovation, Whether
you're a curious newcomer

or an established

scholar sesking fresh

perspectives, this book

provides the resources,

insights, and inspiration

needed to embark on

your own diglital

humanities journey.

The future of

humanistlc scholarship

is being written now -

in code, in data, in
collabarative digital

spaces,  Areyou ready

to be part of the story?
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\ ]
: Foreworded by
Professor Francis Egbokhare

Tunde Ope-Davies

It is a scholarly effort to
deconstruct and de-emphasize
over concentration of
knowledge production and
knowledge dissemination
within the behemoth global
north.

It is taken as an attempt to
decentralize and democratize
the process and products of
21st century research and
scholarship in the humanities.
De-territorializing research
and scholarship thus resonate
with the campaign for
decolonization of knowledge
or decoloniality.



* The concept of deterritorialization in the context of digital humanities practices
encapsulates the shifting landscapes of knowledge production, cultural
engagement, and technological integration. Deterritorialization, refers to the
process by which traditional boundaries and structures are dissolved, leading to
the emergence of virtual and amorphous value chains in various sectors,
including the humanities (Plakhin et al., 2019)

* In addition, it encapsulates the shifting landscapes of knowledge production,
cultural engagement, and technological integration. As digital technologies
evolve, they not only reshape traditional humanistic inquiries but also create
new opportunities for engagement across diverse, often global, platforms..

* [t proposes developing and utilizing customised, local sensitive applications and
technologies that properly and adequately answer to research questions
peculiar to Africa; that can adequately capture and interpret our cultural norms
and mores, nuances of meaning; to ensure digital and data sovereignty.



Developing Afro-[Centred/Global] Digital Humanities Model /Practice: Deterritorialzing
Framework in Africa

The proposed framework is basically African-focused and African-centred, in production and practice
but global in perspectives and products.

We are interested in developing and promoting a branch of digital humanities to decolonize African
data, epistemologies, philosophies, religions, societal values and practices, native intelligence and
cultures.

[t extols African interpretive system and seeks to interrogate questions such as how do we create a
balanced worldview on African technology-driven research and scholarship?

Afro-Centred/Afro-Global Digital Humanities Studies (ADHS) is thus an emerging field that explores
the intersection of digital technologies, humanities, and African cultures, (cultures is broadly
conceptualized here).

[t focuses more on the digital scholarship done or going on by scholars in Africa, based in African
institutions on the continent of Africa.



Afro-Centred Digital Humanities Studies examines the roles of technologies in
transforming the way research and scholarship is done in African humanities disciplines.
[t interrogates positively and pragmatically the impact of digital technologies on African
cultures, societies, philosophies, epistemologies, religions, and humanities. It combines
digital humanities, African studies, and cultural studies to understand the complex
relationships between technology, culture, and society.
[t relates in a way to a reconfigured concept of glocalization in which we are using
technology to export globally-relevant localized concepts.
[t is not a reactive proposition rather it is a pragmatic and progressive-driven idea to
promote community-generated and community-driven digital projects.
However, it accommodates perspectives and contributions on digital scholarship about
Africa and on Africa done outside the continent. But we must scrutinize the motives and
motivations.
With the capacity of our young scholars to carry the torch forward and light the path for
a greater technology-driven decolonization agenda, the future of Afro-centred digital
humanities studies and practice is very bright.



Decoloniality Agenda: Characterizing Afro-Centric Digital
Humanities Studies (ADHS)

* As the call for the decolonizing of knowledge and knowledge production
gathers more momentum across the continent and even in the diaspora
among scholars of African descent, this proposal considers ADHS as a timely
and necessary intervention that will not only revolutionize the disciplines in

the humanities and social sciences, it provides a paradigm shift in our
research and scholarship endeavours in Africa.

* [tseeks to provide the framework through which scholars and researchers
utilize technologies to process, produce and promote African knowledge
production that re-interpret, re-contextualize and re-purpose social and
cultural data(natural or born-digital) in Africa.



What we have identified as the common characteristics in this field include the following:

@®Centering African voices and experiences: This study must prioritize the
exploration of Black/African histories, cultures, and lived experiences through
digital tools and methods.

@®Decolonizing digital scholarship: It must deploy digital tools and methods to
create more equitable and inclusive spaces by challenging the colonized
approaches, and legacies embedded in digital humanities.

@®Promoting diversity and inclusivity: Research and scholarship within this field
must seek to foster a more diverse community of digital humanities scholars and
practitioners. By leveraging the multilingual and multicultural contexts that
flourish in Africa, the field must use these multiple language resources to promote
diversity and inclusivity.



Other areas of the Afro-Digital Humanities Studies include

1. Digital Culture and Representation: Analyzing how digital technologies
shape and represent African cultures, identities, and experiences.

2. Digital Humanities Pedagogy: Developing innovative teaching methods and
tools for African humanities or African studies in the digital age.

3. Digital Activism and Social/Cognitive Justice: Examining the role of digital technologies in
promoting African-based social justice movements and activism as well encouraging
cognitive justice that recognizes and gives credit to ideas emanating from communities in
Africa.

4. Equally, it must embrace utilizing digital tools for social justice which will involve
employing digital technologies to address issues of racial injustice, inequality, and
representation. Social media remains the most powerful tools for quick and easy mass
mobilisation of the people to support just causes that can lead to policy reforms and social
good/transformation.



5. Digital Heritage and Preservation: This study explores the use of
digital technologies to preserve and promote African cultural
heritage. As we produce new generations that are detached from
their roots, we stand the danger of losing our cherished cultural and
social values except we do something radical and proactive to
preserve and promote our heritage through technologies.

6. Digital Innovation and Entrepreneurship: One other important
area that this approach can benefit African humanities scholarship is
the investigate the intersection of digital technologies, innovation,
and entrepreneurship in African contexts.



The primary goals of promoting Afro-Centric Digital Humanities
include the following:

1. Promote African perspectives in digital humanities

2. Develop context-based, customized and culturally responsive
digital tools and methods that speak to our peculiar histories and
context and can truly answer to the questions that are raised here.

3. Foster critical thinking and digital literacy

4. Support digital innovation and entrepreneurship in Africa

5. Enhance the preservation and promotion of African cultural
heritage



This field has the potential to revolutionize how we understand and engage
with African cultures, societies, and humanities in the digital age. By
proposing Afro-Digital Humanities Studies, we can:

1. Decolonize digital humanities

2. Amplify African voices and perspectives

3. Develop innovative solutions for African contexts

4. Enhance cultural understanding and exchange

5. Empower African communities through digital technologies



EXCELLENCE THROUGH
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IN AFRO-CENTRED
DIGITAL HUMANITIES

Excellence Through Integration

In the 21st century, the humanities must not only preserve cultural memory but
actively shape digital futures. By embedding ethical technology within
community-centered scholarship, we cultivate a resilient, inclusive society.

True excellence in 21st-century humanities means integrating multiple
competencies: traditional close reading and computational analysis; theoretical
sophistication and public accessibility; specialized expertise

and interdisciplinary breadth; historical depth and contemporary engagement.

It means training humanists who can read Foucault and write Python, who
understand postcolonial theory and data ethics, who can analyze Victorian
novels and social media discourse. Not because we should all become
technologists, but because the phenomena we study increasingly require
multilingual fluency—fluency in both human languages and computer
languages, in both cultural texts and digital platforms.

A dynamic fusion of tradition and innovation—where indigenous knowledge
systems, linguistic diversity, and cultural resilience meet cutting-edge digital
tools to shape inclusive, impactful scholarship.

Tagline: “Where Code Meets Culture, Impact Resonates.”



A Vision for the Future

So what might rejuvenated humanities look like?

Imagine humanities departments that are vibrant
intellectual hubs, where scholars collaborate with artists,
activists, technologists, and community members to
address pressing social questions. Where digital
humanists partner with computer scientists to ensure Al
systems reflect diverse human values. Where historians
work with journalists to combat misinformation. Where
literary scholars analyze how narratives shape climate
change discourse.

Imagine curricula that prepare students not for obsolete careers but for
a future we cannot fully predict—curricula that cultivate adaptability,
critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and cultural intelligence. Skills that
cannot be automated because they are fundamentally about
interpretation, judgment, and meaning-making.

Imagine scholarship that circulates widely, that shapes public
conversation, that influences policy while maintaining intellectual
integrity. Research that appears not only in academic journals but in
documentaries, podcasts, museum exhibitions, and public forums.

* Imagine global humanities networks that transcend
North-South inequalities, where African scholars aren't
perpetual students of European theory but co-creators of
knowledge, where digitization enables rather than
replaces local expertise, where cross-cultural dialogue
deepens rather than dilutes understanding.

This isn't utopian fantasy. Examples exist everywhere:
Digital archives recovering marginalized histories. Public
humanities projects transforming communities. Scholars
using computational methods to answer long-standing
interpretive questions. Interdisciplinary collaborations
producing insights impossible within single disciplines.



Conclusion: The Irreplaceable Humanities

Let me close with this: The strongest argument for the humanities 1s not that
we're useful—though we are. It's not that we drive economic growth—though we
can. It's that we address questions that remain essential regardless of
technological change or economic circumstances.

What 1s a good life? What do we owe each other? How should power be
distributed? What makes art meaningful? How do we remember the past and
imagine the future? What distinguishes justice from revenge, wisdom from
knowledge, understanding from information?

Artificial intelligence cannot answer these questions. Markets cannot answer
them. Science alone cannot answer them. They require the interpretive, critical,
cthical work that 1s the humanities' special province.

Fortunately and happily, technology has given new oxygen, new tools to amplify
our relevance and demonstrate our excellence!
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